
Payout & expenses per hive – almonds 2019 

$1.00 - Florida bee research. No longer (Apis M) 

$12.00 - loading, unloading, & spreading 6-way pallets.  $1.00 more for 4-way pallets. $2.00 

more for 4-way 8 frame.  An additional $1.00 will be taken if pallets are not strapped or tied up, 

but only if your boxes and covers are sliding and falling off the truck. 

There apparently will be a California registration fee this year.  I will find out more. 

When the bug station finds ants, or something they don’t want, there will be a washing fee of 

$3.00 or more per colony and the drivers charge more for the miles traveled to the wash. 

The only other expense is trucking, which is expected to increase this season.   

This past season the average for trucks I paid was $16.20 each way per hive for a full load of 6 

way pallets (432) $14.96 for full load 468 colonies, but you will risk overweight issues. 

A full load of 4 way pallets (408) was $17.16 per hive. 

I will not be withholding California tax, but I will send 1099’s if you are not incorporated.  I will 

need a W-9 from you before I send final payment, if I do not already have one from a previous 

year.  Send me a new one if anything has changed. 

I am prepared to arrange and pay all the trucking, but you can arrange and pay for your own 

truck if you want.  I will deduct trucking from your check if I pay.  You are responsible for 

washing and loading expense at your end.  If you need help moving, loading, or cleaning your 

bees, I can give you phone numbers for beekeepers willing to help.  Be prepared to pay $75.00 

or more per hour to have a beekeeper come with a truck and forklift to help.  Any thing you can 

do to prepare will save his time and your money. 

This past season the farms paid $200.00 for 12 frames of bees average.  $180.00 for 8 frame 

average, and less for no grade.  You will be paid what your hives grade. 

We will be on hand to observe the grading.   

You will receive your first check about March 1st for $60.00 per colony, $75.00 if you paid the 

trucking out.  The balance about April 1st   In some cases there is a 3rd check for the bonus. 

This past season the pay out was over $130.00 for 8 frame average excluding your preparations 

and loading at your end, and extra expense if load had to be washed.   12 frame average netted 

over $150.00 after expenses per colony.  Those that sold bees saved the trucking back and 

netted close to $170.00.  There is a shortage this year and rates may rise. 

 Some farms will adjust to the going rate, others do not.  As contracts come up for more money, 

I will offer it to the beekeepers who have sent the best bees in the past. 

Let me know if you want to sell some bees.  We will put you in touch with the buyers.  You can 

negotiate the price and arrange payment.  We will show the bees for you, and load.  Last year 

most of the good double hives sold for $200., and you will save the trucking back.  The range 

was $175. to $225. depending on how strong the hives were & how good the equipment was. 

You are welcome to come out if you want to see what is going on. 

Bob Harvey – Bob’s Bees Florida LLC – 609-381-8136 


