
Instructions For Hauling Honeybees From Florida to California 
Bob's Bees -11354 Carlton Rd.- Port St. Lucie FL 34987 

Call or text Bob Harvey, for unloading at 609-381-8136.  Call your unloader as soon as you know the day 

you plan to arrive.  Call again when you clear the California agricultural inspection station to get exact 

meeting place for unload.  If no answer, send a text.  Do not go to the address on the permit.  That is a 

company office.  No trucks allowed. 

Drivers must not make any unnecessary stops during daylight hours, particularly if the temperature is 

above 50°. Please refuel in the early morning and evening hours. Bees generate heat and will suffocate 

without adequate air circulation-keep the truck moving unless the weather is cool or raining. Interstate 

10 is normally a better route going west as temperatures in higher elevations on route 40 can get low 

enough to hurt the bees. The ideal temperature for transporting bees is between 50 to 60°.  Please plan 

your route to avoid hot or cold temperatures. You're loading or unloading crew may specify a route for 

you based on expected weather and temperature forecast. Please follow these directions. 

If you experience outdoor temperatures above 65° for most of the daylight hours, it is important to give 

the bees some water later in the day. A sprinkler hose is installed at the top of the load. Hook up the 

garden hose (provided) when you pull into the fuel island and let the water run at least 30 minutes. If 

you have any mechanical problems that cause you to stop during daylight hours above 60°, please keep 

water on the load to keep the bees cool. If the temperature is less than 50°, you do not need to water 

the bees. If you have questions about any of this while you are on the road, contact the unloading crew 

or emergency numbers. Please use common sense to minimize temperature problems with the bees.  

Also, time your arrival for evening through early morning unless unloader gives the OK that weather 

will be good for a daytime unload. If you see you will be early, hold up in the mountain pass (Tehachapi 

or grape vine). Call your unloader, he may say to come on in if weather is cool enough.  Otherwise stay 

at the higher elevation until about 4:00 for Bakersfield deliveries.  We appreciate your cooperation to 

take good care of our bees. 

In addition to a bill of lading you will be issued a health certificate from the State of Florida. You will be 

required to show this at agricultural inspection stations when leaving Florida. Some California border 

agricultural inspection stations may wish to open the nets on your load to inspect the load. Please 

cooperate with them and asked them to secure the nets again properly before leaving. The loading crew 

has cleaned all the pallets before loading to remove ants or any other unwanted pests. 

 

WHY BEES DIE WHEN BEING TRANSPORTED 

When the truck stops and air stops moving, the load begins to heat up.  Bees are always generating 

heat.  When the inside heat of the colony goes above 92 the bees will start to leave the hive in search 

of water to cool the hive.  More heat & more bees will leave.  These bees will never return to the hive 

and will die in the nets.  Water will cool the load and less bees will leave the colony.  

 Excessive dead bees on a load is always from stopping the truck during daylight hours in warm or 

hot weather. 

 


